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Danielle Spencer , MIS, MBA, PMP, FAC-COR III, FAC-P/PM I

• Author

• Privacy rights Advocate

• Senior leader with almost 25 years of experience

• Change agent

• U.S. Federal Government whistleblower 



Introduction, contd.
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Competing Interest:

1. Conflict of interest; 

2. Situation(s) that may be influenced by a range of factors, e.g.  financial 
gain, material interest, retribution, or curiosity.  



Intended Goal 
-

Data Theft
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Intended Goal – Data Theft
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Privacy Definition

The right to be free from intrusion, surveillance, and to control the collection, use, 
and dissemination of one’s personal information.

What has my whistleblower experience taught me about privacy and Data 
Theft?

• A privacy violation has occurred when someone accepts the opportunity to commit 
the act of disclosing, communicating, releasing or obtaining personal information 
without consent. 

• In the digital age, a privacy violation occurs when someone accesses information 
without permission (e.g. data theft).



Intended Goal – Data Theft, contd.

My Experience

The IRS obtained my security adjudication information, without my approval or 
consent and contacted another organization to verify education information – 16 
months AFTER my employment ended.

*Source: Portion of DCSA Response Letter, ticket number: DCSA-B 22-06285, dated: July 19, 2022
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Intended Goal 
-

Information Dissemination



Intended Goal – Information Dissemination
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Information Dissemination Definition

Sharing facts and/or information with others electronically. 

What has my whistleblower experience taught me?

A person’s privacy can be violated to provide false and or fraudulent information 
and/or documents (e.g. falsified credit application).



Intended Goal – Information Dissemination, contd.

My Experience

A title insurance company created and disseminated, electronically, a title search reporting containing false 
information: Four liens/judgements totaling over $120,000.00 were related to me.

*Source: Portion of Title Search Report, Commitment Date May 24, 2022
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Intended Goal – Information Dissemination, contd.

My Experience:

However, a Land Records search Shows No LIENS!

*Source: Land Records Search Results Report conducted on 9/11/2023.
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Intended Goal 
-

Tax Administration Interference



Intended Goal - Tax Administration Interference
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Tax Administration Definition

The process of managing and enforcing tax laws, policies and regulations.

At the IRS; Data Theft of Tax Records = UNAX (unauthorized access, attempted access and 
inspection of taxpayer records)

What has my whistleblower experience taught me?

A person can violate your privacy to commit an act that has the potential to impact your taxes 
(E.g., reporting additional income, reporting additional deductions, or removing tax 
documents).



Intended Goal - Tax Administration Interference, contd.

My Experience

Someone electronically faxed forms to my tax account.

*Source: Screenshot of the ACSWeb Report dated: June 22, 2022 
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Intended Goal - Tax Administration Interference, contd.

IRS FOIA Response - Files Missing

*Source: Portion of the IRS FOIA Response to FOIA # 2022-18619 , dated August 24, 2022.
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Intended Goal - Tax Administration Interference, contd.
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Potential Impact of this type of Event
• Unjust/improper tax audits

• Employment Issues 

• Fictitious Tax Bill
o Sovereign Immunity

 The government’s immunity is preserved in any claim arising in respect of the assessment or collection of any 
tax. The Fourth Circuit has held that this exception applies to any suit involving “activities that are even 
remotely related to the assessment or collection” of “a specific tax debt.” Perkins v. United States, 55 F.3d 
910, 915 (4th Cir. 1995). 

o Tax Anti-Injunction Act
 In a footnote, a Court stated that “the Anti-Injunction Act bars a plaintiff from suing to pre-emptively enjoin 

the government’s collection of a disputed tax debt; rather, the sole recourse is to pay the tax and seek a 
refund.”



What Can We Do
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Know your Rights Document and keep both paper and electronic files

Don’t be afraid to say “NO” Complain, Complain, Complain

Ask for requests in writing, through the postal mail Advocate for Legislative Changes (New/Updated Laws 
and Policies to include Fines)

Use VPN Software, Privacy Browsers Partnering with existing organizations, e.g. Pre-Paid 
Legal Services, Arbitration Services.

Check Accounts, esp. financial accounts Supporting community and local organizations, e.g., 
churches, libraries, community festivals, book fairs, 
and bookstores



Q&A

18


	PRIVACY AND THE RULE OF LAW IN THE DIGITAL AGE
	Agenda
	Introduction
	Introduction, contd.
	Intended Goal �-�Data Theft
	Intended Goal – Data Theft
	Intended Goal – Data Theft, contd.
	Slide Number 8
	Intended Goal – Information Dissemination
	Intended Goal – Information Dissemination, contd.
	Intended Goal – Information Dissemination, contd.
	Slide Number 12
	Intended Goal - Tax Administration Interference
	Intended Goal - Tax Administration Interference, contd.
	Intended Goal - Tax Administration Interference, contd.
	Intended Goal - Tax Administration Interference, contd.
	What Can We Do
	Q&A

